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APART FROM THE FINE medieval alabaster effigies in Canterbury Cathedral a 
few others made from the same material also survive in the churches around 
Kent.' All are later than those in the cathedral and fall within the period 1455 to 

151o. The latest in date is an armoured figure at Mereworth in the western half of 
the county. In East Kent the earliest, an armoured man and his lady, remain at Ash 
whilst armoured figures also survive at Little Chart and Minster in Sheppey. At 
some point in their history all have been moved from their original sites and apart 
from Sir John Darell at Little Chart none has a certain attribution. 

The Minster effigy is to be found in the Abbey Church of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and St Sexburgha, a remnant of a former house of Benedictine nuns com-
monly known as Minster Abbey. The tomb lies under an arched recess in the 
Chapel of St Sexburgha at the eastern end of the north aisle or nun's chapel orig-
inally the priory church. Sculpted from a pure white alabaster the effigy displays 
considerable damage particularly to the face but the main losses are the lower parts 
of both arms which have left holes in the carved armoured plate or plackart pro-
tecting the abdomen. The figure differs in several respects from the others that 
remain. Only at Minster does the head rest upon pillows held by supporters, both 
of which are now broken. The heads of the other three rest upon a helm complete 
with a family crest. The armour of the Minster effigy is of a style consistent with 
the late fifteenth century and in common with the man at Little Chart is fully 
visible whilst at Ash and Mereworth a tabard is worn. At Ash and Little Chart the 
effigies wear the livery collar formed of esses denoting allegiances to the royal 
houses of Lancaster and Tudor. Around the neck of the Minster effigy is the collar 
of suns and roses for the house of York and although now lacking any fine detail, 
its outline and evidence presented later in this article confirm that the pendant 
suspended from the collar once represented the lion of March emblem of the same 
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royal house.2  The features of the effigy are unremarkable unlike those of the man 
at Ash where the inclusion of a bald head would seem to indicate that an attempt 
at portraiture was made and despite the extensive mutilation of the figure a high 
standard of workmanship is still evident. 

The recess in which the tomb now stands may have originally contained the 
Easter Sepulchre although it is evident that the remaining side panels did not form 
a part of any such structure. It is clear that they were once the sides of a free stand-
ing altar tomb as the panel behind the effigy, consisting of three smaller square 
panels of cusped diagonal lattice work with a shield blank in the centre of each, 
corresponds exactly with that in front. It is possible that the panels did not actually 
form part of the original composition as many medieval alabaster effigies lie on 
tombs fashioned from the same material, but stylistically it is contemporary and 
a combination of different materials is certainly not unknown. The panels are 
made from Purbeck marble, a fossiliferous limestone from Dorset. Purbeck was 
once the material of choice for funerary monuments its use being favoured for the 
highly polished finish it was possible to obtain, but by the fifteenth century it had 
been replaced for this purpose by alabaster. Softer and easier to work, alabaster is 
a fine grained variety of gypsum. The main quarries were at Tutbury in 
Staffordshire and Chellaston Hill near Derby with centres of production at 
Nottingham, Burton-on-Trent, York and London, but by the time the Minster 
effigy was made manufacture was largely confined to the Midlands. Once the 
sculptor's work was finished the process would be completed by the application of 
colour including flesh tones for the face and hands although it would appear that 
in many cases those areas were simply polished and colour may have been applied 

2  A. Gardner, Alabaster Tombs of the Pre-Reformation Period in England Cambridge 1940, p. 1. By 
Gardner's own admission he may have overlooked one or two tombs which was the case with Mereworth, 
but it is a superb book nonetheless, with many fine photographs. George Nevill, 4th and 2nd Lord 
Bergavenny, a situation caused by the existence of two creations, has been suggested as the man for whom 
the Mereworth effigy was made. Stylistically it is correct as he died in 1492, but he was buried in Lewes 
Priory, Sussex. The figure is the only remaining part of the tomb and once lay in the old church which was 
demolished circa 1743-44, and stood on the site of Mereworth Castle, a Palladian country house. The 
Nevill mausoleum was close by at Birling. According to Weever, the figures at Ash belong to the Septvans 
family. The slab on which they lie is from another monument as is shown by the portion of a brass indent 
visible beside the man's right arm. The components below the slab are probably also from another tomb. 
Sir John Darell's tomb originally stood in the old church at Little Chart. In his will TNA, PROB 11/16 ff. 
189-90 made 6 September 1509 he left 14 to pay for 'a stone to lye ouer me w' the Epithaphie'. His effigy 
was possibly made after this date. On 16 August 1944 Little Chart church was almost completely destroyed 
by a German Vi flying bomb. Its replacement was erected in the early 195os. Ralph Griffin, List of 
Monumental Brasses Remaining in the County of Kent in 1922. With Notes of Some Lost Examples, Ashford 
and London 1923, p. tit, plate 26. Although a number of monuments remain in Kent with the collar of 
esses the Minster effigy is the only one to survive with the Yorkist collar, but another was perhaps shown 
on the brass of John Bamme (d. 1488) who was a sheriff of Kent under Richard III. Once at St Mary 

. Magdalene, Gillingham, he was depicted in full plate armour. A rubbing by Thomas Fisher of circa 1800 
published by Griffin is held by the Society of Antiquaries but the collar is shown as a solid black form pre-
venting identification of its type. The lion of March is shown to best effect in the Donne Triptych of circa 
1478 by Hans Memling in which Sir John Donne and his wife Elizabeth are shown wearing Yorkist collars; 
this painting hangs in the National Gallery. 
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only to the decorative areas of the effigy, such as the livery collar, leaving the 
natural beauty of the stone visible. Not surprisingly only very faint traces of the 
original polychromed finish remain. In the case of the Minster tomb metal shields 
painted or enamelled were then attached to the chest and a few of the rivet holes 
are still visible. As with the panels, the slab beneath the effigy is also fashioned from 
Purbeck marble and has an indent for a lost brass inscription along its edge but it 
will be noted that it is of greater length than the other components even allowing 
for the missing end panels and therefore may not have formed part of the monu-
ment as originally constructed. Unfortunately because of the ease with which 
alabaster can be worked it has also proved attractive to those who have felt the need 
to add their own particular form of decoration to the finely worked surfaces. Sadly 
the Minster effigy has been no exception. 

Who the tomb was intended to commemorate has long been the subject of 
speculation. The primary candidate was for many years George, Duke of Clarence, 
who featured prominently in several accounts of the Minster monuments. This 
hypothesis was based on two facts; firstly, that the effigy wears the Yorkist collar 
and second, that Clarence once held the position of constable of nearby 
Queenborough Castle. 

Descriptions of the abbey monuments over a period of nearly four hundred 
years are generally vague, inaccurate and repetitious. The earliest by John Weever 
(1631) mentioned a number of the monuments in the church, including some that 
no longer survive, but not the one under discussion here.3  On 3o May 1732 the 
painter William Hogarth visited the abbey. Among his companions was the 
marine painter Samuel Scott. They saw the tombs of Lord Cheyne, a Spanish 
ambassador, and Lord Shurland. Scott drew the ambassador's tomb, supposedly 
that of a Signior Jeronimo 'a Spanyard prisoner to Sir Edward Hoby, taken in the 
fight with the Spanish flete' in 1588, who had been buried at the abbey in 
December 1591. Scott's drawing of the 'Spanish ambassador' is the earliest known 
illustration of the Yorkist tomb and shows that the loss of the lower arms had 
already occurred by that date.4  Since Weever does not mention the tomb it is not 

3  J. Weever, Ancient Funeral Monuments of GreatBritiain, Ireland and the Islands Adjacen4 London 1631, 
pp. 8o-81. Weever saw the Northwood brasses which still remain in the church and some 'antique mon-
uments of the Shurlands'. He also saw the lost monuments of John Sole, died 1521, late mayor of 
Faversham, his wife Margaret Ware, and their daughters, Agnes and Elizabeth, together with Margaret's 
parents, Richard and Elizabeth Ware. The surviving church notes of Weever's near contemporary Sir 
Edward Dering have also been consulted but do not include Minster. These are held at the Society of 
Antiquaries and the Centre for Kent Studies. 

4  E. Forrest, Hogarth's Frolic: The Five Days Peregrination Around the Isle of Sheppey of William Hogarth 
and his Fellow Pilgrims, Scott, Tothall, Thornhill and Forrest, London n.d. (1782), pp. 14, 31 and plate to. A 
record of the five days from 27-31 May 1732 when William Hogarth and friends Samuel Scott, John 
Tothall, John Thornhill and Ebenezer Forrest visited the Isle of Sheppey where they ate, drank and played 
practical jokes on each other, sometimes involving hogs' dung! They also found time to record some of 
what they saw including the Minster tombs. J. Cave-Browne, 'Minster in Sheppey', Archaeologia Cantiana, 
vol. 22 (1897), pp. 163-65. Repeats the story of Signior Jeronimo and describes the collar as 'small roses 
and stars'. 
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known whether any features remained in his day from which an identification 
might have been made but it seems certain that by the time Hogarth saw it all had 
gone. Edward Hasted (1782) could not name the occupant stating 'In the north 
chancel, on the south side, is the tomb of Sir Thomas Cheney, Knight of the 
Garter, etc. On the north side, under an arch in the wall, on a grey marble, lies the 
figure of a man, habited in armour'.5  William Ireland (1830) repeated Hasted.6  
William Bramston (1896) after wasting much time discussing Clarence before 
accepting that he was buried at Tewkesbury Abbey, included an original albeit con-
fused suggestion from a Mr Turmine: could the effigy be that of Humphrey 
Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, killed at the battle of Sevenoaks? That this is not 
so, is demonstrated by the fact that Buckingham is known to have died fighting 
for Henry VI at Northampton in 1460, whereas it was Sir Humphrey Stafford of 
Grafton who met his maker in the skirmish with Cade's rebels a decade earlier. In 
any case neither Humphrey was buried at Minster.7  Augustus Daly (1904) confi-
dently told us that the effigy was Clarence stating 'his remains were transferred to 
Queenborough, and thence conveyed to Minster and deposited in the Abbey 
Church of St Sexburga'.8  Other descriptions around the same period are in a 
similar vein and are equally unhelpful. It is also disappointing to note that as 
recently as 2007 an article was published still labelling the effigy as Clarence.9  

In 1979 W.E. Hampton published his Memorials ofthe Wars ofthe Roses in which 
he had listed county by county those individuals whose monuments remained or 
where some documentary evidence existed to indicate a place of burial. The 
Minster tomb was not included, but Hampton's book was quickly followed by 
what may be considered the first serious modern attempt to name its occupant. 
In her 'Unknown Yorkist of Minster Abbey: a new identification', Marilyn Garabet 
swiftly dispensed with the notion of it being Clarence. She also excluded one 
Hugh de Badlesmere, who never even existed, and which further research has 
shown was probably someone's idea of a joke, there being a character named Hugh 
Baddlesmere in Sir Ni gel a little known novel of the Hundred Years War by Sir 

5  E. Hasted, The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, 4 vols, Canterbury 5782, vol. 
2, p. 653. 

6  W.H. Ireland, A New and Complete History of the County of Kent 4 vols, London 183o, vol. 4, p. 131. 
7  W. Bramston, A History of the Abbey Church of Minster, Isle of Sheppey Kent, London 1896, pp. 43-45. 

Humphrey Stafford, ft Duke of Buckingham, was buried at the Grey Friars, Northampton. The battle of 
Sevenoaks is correctly called the battle of Solefields. Humphrey Stafford of Grafton whose son, William, 
also died at Sevenoaks was buried in the church of St John the Baptist, Bromsgrove, where he and his wife 
are commemorated by a pair of fine alabaster effigies. Henry Thomas Atkinson Turmine of Minster sug-
gested Buckingham; his father was the Reverend Henry Turmine (1784-1846) rector of the abbey church; 
his brother Edward Charles Turmine was a church warden there. 

8  A.A. Daly, The History of the Isle of Sheppey: from the Roman Occupation to the Reign of Edward VII, 
London 5904, pp. 129-3o. In addition to being convinced of Clarence's burial at Minster Abbey Daly also 
has Sir John Cheyne (d. 5499)  buried there instead of in Salisbury Cathedral. Sadly this dreadful book has 
been reprinted more than once further compounding the errors in it! 

9  S. Holley, 'Richard de Blore and the Island's Castle' Bygone Kent; vol. 28, no. 2 (March/April 2007), 
p. 92. 
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Arthur Conan Doyle.i° She also ruled out the local Cheyne family stating that 
`they were all Lancastrians' before concluding that the tomb was that of Sir James 
Crowmer of Tunstall. 

Born about 1448, he was the son of William Crowmer, a former sheriff of Kent, 
and Elizabeth, daughter of Sir James Fiennes, Lord Saye and Sele. His grandfather, 
William Crowmer, a mayor of London, had acquired the Sheppey manor of 
Borstall with its houses at Minster in 1413. The manor of Elmley also belonged to 
the family, having been purchased by Sir James' father. In 145o his father and Lord 
Saye were executed by Jack Cade's rebels. Crowmer became a loyal supporter of 
the house of York and served on a number of royal commissions, finally receiving 
a knighthood in May 147 following the battle of Tewkesbury." 

He died at the beginning of 1503, a writ of diem clausit extremum being issued 
to the escheator for Kent on 27 January, but whilst the family mausoleum was at 
the church of St John the Baptist, Tunstall, there remains no evidence for his burial 
there. In 1433 his grandfather, William, was buried at St Martin Orgar in the city 
of London but his son, another William (d. 1539), had requested burial at 
Tunsta11.12  A small brass inscription remains at Tunstall to his daughter Margaret 
(d. 1496) wife of John Rycyls. His grandson James who died in 1541 also requested 
burial there.13  Sir James Crowmer had married Catherine Cantelowe, and Edward 
Rowe Mores wrote of some glass once to be seen in Tunstall Church 'of this lady 
Crowmer, or some other of the family of Cauntelo, there seems to be a memorial 
in the east window of the chancel' and 'the arms of Cauntelo, by mistake, impaling 
Crowmer, quartering Squirry, are in the east window of the north isle, from which 
we conclude, that Sir James Crowmer, or his lady, or both, had sepulture here'.14  

Another suggestion for the effigy's identity is John Northwood of the manor of 
Northwood in Eastchurch, Sheppey. On 4 July 1452 he was made constable of 
Queenborough Castle. He was appointed to the post for a second time on 12 

December 1461 but on 7 May 1468 the castle and lordship of Queenborough were 
granted to the duke of Clarence. In spite of these facts the Minster tomb is not his 

'° M. Garabet, 'Unknown Yorkist of Minster Abbey: a new identification', The Journal of theAssociation 
of Men of Kent and Kentish Men, no. 230 (August 1984), pp. 15-16. A. Conan Doyle, Sir Nigel, London 
1906, Ch. 4, 'How Nigel Chased the Red Ferret', p. 79. That the idea behind this particular theory must 
have as its origin Conan Doyle's novel is borne out by the fact that the only publications to name 'Hugh 
de Badlesmere' as the man commemorated by the effigy date from the twentieth century and after 1906. 
The Badlesmeres flourished in the 14th century when the novel was set. The name died out through a lack 
of male heirs. 

" W.A. Shaw, The Knights of Englanch 2 vols, London 1906, vol. 2, p. 55. 
12  J. Strype, A Survey of the Cities of London and Westminster, 2 vols, 1720, vol. r, book 2, p. 187. 

<www.hrionline.ac.uk> online edition of Strype's revision of John Stow's Survey ofLondon,1598. A. Hussey, 
Testamenta Cantiana, A Series ofExtractsftom Fifteenth and Sixteenth Century Wills etc., East Kent, London 
1906, p. 345. 

13  M. Stephenson, A List of Monumental Brasses in the British Isles, London 1964, p. 263. Testamenta 
Cantiana, p. 345. Weever p. 78. 

14  C.R. Councer, Lost Glassftom Kent Churches, Kent Archaeological Society. Kent Records 1980, vol. 
22, pp. 130-134 
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as the burial place of the Northwoods, at least from the late fifteenth century 
onwards, was the church at Milton Regis by Sittingbourne where the family also 
held lands. Northwood died in 1496 and Weever saw his monument at Milton 
where it still remains displayed on a board alongside his wife. Northwood's figure 
wears a tabard bearing his arms.15  

In her assertion that the effigy cannot be a Cheyne, Marilyn Garabet was incor-
rect, for it is amongst them that the final candidates for its identity are found. The 
manor of Shurland in Eastchurch passed to the Cheyne family on the marriage of 
Margaret, daughter and heiress of Robert de Shurland, to William, son of 
Alexander Cheyne of Patrixbourne, in the late thirteenth or early fourteenth cen-
turies. The Cheynes had their own arms: ermine on a bend sable, three martlets or, 
but following William's marriage, he adopted those of the de Shurland family: 
azure, six lioncels rampant argent, a canton ermine. At some point they added a 
family crest: a bull's scalp or, horned argent. In one of the legends surrounding the 
battle of Bosworth Sir John Cheyne, finding the top of his helmet damaged fol-
lowing an encounter with Richard III and in urgent need of a suitable replace-
ment, cut the skull and horns from an ox hide found conveniently nearby. These 
were then supposedly attached to the top of his head, in the midst of battle, before 
he fought on. That the story is patently absurd was shown by Randolph Jones who 
proved that the family had used the bull's scalp as their crest from at least 1435!16  

Shurland passed through the next three generations until it reached Sir John 
Cheyne, son of William Cheyne and Eleanor Salerne.17  Sir John married Eleanor, 
daughter of Sir Robert Shottesbrooke. Like the Cheynes before him he entered 
royal service and by April 1445 was a king's sergeant at arms. By 1447 he had 
received a knighthood and was summoned as member of parliament for Kent in 
1449. The following year he took part in Jack Cade's rebellion, for which he was 
pardoned, and was appointed sheriff of Kent in 1454.18  

The union of John and Eleanor was particularly fruitful with Eleanor providing, 
according to the heralds' visitations, at least eight sons and a daughter.19  By far the 
best known of their children is John who, as already mentioned, fought for Henry 
Tudor at Bosworth and has sometimes been described as his father's eldest son, 
but when Sir John Cheyne senior died on 2.0 June 1467, his heir was shown to be 
his son, William, aged, according to the inquisition post mortem, twenty-seven.20  
As is so often the case with these records, William's age would appear to be an 

15  CPR /446-52, p. 569. CPR/46/-67, p. 148. CPR/467-77, p. 88. 
16  R. Jones, 'On the horns of a Bosworth legend dilemma', Ricardian Bulletin (Winter 2006), 

PP. 58-59. 
17  William Cheyne was twice sheriff of Kent. CFR105-13, p. 249, appointed 3 November 1412. CFR 

1422-3o, p. 52, appointed 13 November 1423. 
18  J.C. Wedgwood and A. D. Holt, History of Parliament, Biographies of the Members of the Commons 

House 1439-15oo. London 1936, p. 181. 
19  W.H. Rylands, The Four Visitations of Berkshire, 5532, 1566, 1623, and 1665-6. Additional Pedigrees 

and Notes, 2 vols, London 1908, vol. 2, pp. 102-5, 'Cheney of Woodhey'. 
20  The National Archives, C 540/26, and Wedgwood and Holt, p. 181. 
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approximation, but several pieces of evidence exist that collectively enable his year 
of birth to be determined with greater accuracy. In a nave window in St Mary's 
church at Nettlestead, Kent, the Cheyne and Shottesbrooke arms remain, not 
impaled but side by side, where they were placed by the Pympes, a local gentry 
family to whom the Cheynes were connected.21  John's arms are particularly inter-
esting because they include, in what is probably a unique survival for the family, 
the temporary cadency mark of an annulet indicating that his father, whose arms 
also remain in the church, was still alive when the glass was installed. John there-
fore married Eleanor before his father's death in June 1441. In addition, it is known 
from the visitations that William had a younger brother named Edward, who is 
described as the fourth son of their parents. Edward eventually became dean of 
Salisbury and entries in the Papal Registers for 1458 and 1459, concerning his 
appointment to his first benefice at Deal in Kent, indicate that he was born in 
1438.22  John was the third son, so William could not have been born later than 
1436. His birth probably occurred at Shurland. 

William married twice: first in 1464 to Isabel, daughter of Geoffrey Boleyn, a 
former mayor of London and Ann Hoo. Two documents survive concerning the 
marriage settlement. Dated 25 June 1464 the first is a bond in £I,000 to Ann 
Boleyn widow to be paid by Michaelmas following.23  The second, filed at the 
court of chancery and dated z6 July 1464, shows that John Methelay, an apprentice 
at law acting for Sir John Cheyne, witnessed 'that I have bene present and seyn alle 
seisynes astates and all other thinges requisite lawfully and duly delyvered executed 
and done accordyng to alle the dedes made upon and for the mariage had atwene 
William Cheyne sone and heire of the said Sir John and Isabelle the doughter of 
Geffrey Boleyn'.24  

As no wills survive for the couple, little evidence remains to tell us the names 
of their children, with the exception of Francis, born on 25 July1481, who eventu-
ally inherited his father's estates.25  But a document at the East Sussex Record 
Office provides a clue to the existence of another son born in the first few years of 
William and Isabel's marriage. The record of enfeoffment dated 13 August 1471 
includes the names of William Cheyne of Crane in Sussex and William Cheyne 
the elder of Sheppey. The inclusion of 'the elder' can only mean that William had 
at that time a living son of the same name. If this were not the case it would have 

21  The Shottesbrooke arms were, ermine, on a chief per pale indented or and gules, on the or a rose gules. 
Isabel Cheyne, sister of William (d.1441), was married to John Pympe. 

22  Calendar of the Papal Registers Relating to Great Britain and Ireland vol. II,145f-1464, pp. 169, 556• 
He was made rector of St Leonard at Deal. 

23  State Papers TNA, SP 46/183, f. 39. 
24  Court of Chancery Deeds TNA, C 146/1529. 
25  Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem for the Reign of Henry VII, vol. 2, pp. 72-73 (ii3). C.R. Cheney 

and M. Jones, A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Cambridge 2000, p. 76. The date of 
Francis Cheyne's birth comes from an inquisition post mortem held on z8 July 1499 to enquire into the 
Berkshire estates of his uncle Sir John Cheyne; Francis, 'was of the age of 18 years beginning, on the feast 
of St James the Apostle last past' which was on 25 July. 
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only been necessary to add 'of Sheppey' in order to distinguish him from William 
of Cralle.26  

On 13 November 1471 a general pardon was issued to William for all offences 
committed by him before 5 October last. Following family tradition, William 
entered royal service and on 7 April 1473 he was made a grant for life of the office 
of one of the king's sergeants at arms 'with wages of rid daily from the fee farm of 
the city of London'. With the position came 'a livery of the suit of esquires of the 
household yearly at Christmas at the great wardrobe'. Edward IV's household ordi-
nance of 1478 stipulated that 'every lorde, knyght, and squyer, aswele squyers for 
the body as other within the household, were daily a coler of the kings lyverye 
aboute their nekkes as to theym apperteyneth, and that none of the said squyers 
faille herof, upon payne of loosing a wekes wages'.27  A description of the duties of 
a sergeant at arms is given in the household ordinance. Those chosen should be 
`prouyd men of conducion and of honour, for the king and his honorable houshold 
whereof ij alwey to be attending uppon the kinges person and chambre and to 
avoyde the prees of peple before, where as the king shall corn; in like wise at the 
conveyaunce of his mete at every course fro the surveying bourde. Also observing 
for the kinges comaundmentes, and so after steward, chambelayn, thesaurer, and 
countroller for the king or for his houshold. They ete in the hall togeder or with 
squiers of houshold, taking theyre wages xijd. by day or iiijd. as hit please the king 
after theyre abyltees'. When at court they were to have 'at nygt j gallon ale; and for 
wynter lyverey, j candell wex, ij candylles penis, j tallwood; russhes, litter for thaire 
chambyr of the sergeaunt ussher all the yere'. They themselves would be responsible 
for paying for `caryage of theyre propyr harneys and bedding, and eche of them to 
have into this courte j honeste servaunt. By the statutes of noble Edward were xxxti 
sergeauntes of armez sufficiauntly armed and horsed, rydyng before his highnes 
whan he iourneyed by the cuntrey, for a gard corps du roy. And if ony of thes be 
lett blood or be sike, he taketh dayly ij loves, ij messes of mete, j gallon ale, and 
thus to be breued in the pantry roll; also sufficiaunt logging assigned thes 
sergeauntz togyder nat far from court, for hasty erandez whan they fair .28 William  

26  East Sussex Record Office, AM$3513. A certain amount of confusion exists concerning the men 
named William Cheyne who were alive in the second half of the 15th century. On 5 November 1465 one of 
them was appointed to the combined offices of sheriff for the counties of Surrey and Sussex. Some sources 
have claimed with no foundation that this was William Cheyne of Sheppey. However it was almost cer-
tainly William Cheyne of Cralle, a manor in the parish of Warbleton, East Sussex. This William was a 
second cousin of William of Sheppey, being the son of Simon Cheyne, a younger brother of William 
Cheyne of Shurland (d. 1440, and Eleanor Nottingham. He was active from the early 145os serving as a 
justice of the peace 1461-74 and on a number of commissions of peace and array until 1484. In his Cheneys 
and Wyatts, A Brief History in Two Parts, London 5959, Stanley Charles Wyatt mistakenly showed William 
of Sheppey as sheriff for Surrey and Sussex. His book is useful, however, as a general introduction to the 
various Cheyne families in England. 

27  CPR 1467-77, pp. 303, 393-94. A.R. Myers, The Household of Edward IV, Manchester 5959, pp. 217, 
205. In the draft ordinance of 1478, failure to wear a livery collar would result in the loss of a month's wages. 
Perhaps this was deemed too harsh as in the final version a week's wages is stated. 

28 Myers,  p.  531.  
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does not appear to have remained long in the post as on 14 July 1474 David 
Lyonhill was granted the position in lieu of a like grant to William Cheyne.29  

On 4 July 1474 a grant was made to William's brother, John, which gives a valu-
able insight into the religious life of the Cheynes and reveals their desire to perpet-
uate the wishes of their forebears. The grant was 'in part payment of his wages for 
long attendance on the king's person of Is() which Eleanor late the wife of John 
Cheyne, knight, John Cheyne, esq., William Cheyne, esq., Robert Cheyne, gentle-
man, Roger Cheyne, gentleman, Alexander Cheyne, gentleman and Humphrey 
Cheyne, gentleman have paid in the hanaper of Chancery for fine and fee of certain 
letters patent of licence to found a chantry of one chaplain to celebrate divine service 
daily in a chapel of Holy Trinity built by Robert Shotesbroke, knight in the cemetery 
of the parish church of Holy Trinity, Faryndon, Berkshire'. On 5 November 1476 
William was appointed sheriff of Kent. On 17 June 1479 his name was included in 
a commission of walls and ditches (de wallis et fossatis) for the upkeep of the sea 
defences from Appledore to Camber and Camber to Fulston.3° A writ dated 5 June 
1483 under the signet of Edward V survives for 'William Cheney of Shepay' amongst 
others to 'prepare & furnisshe youre selff to Receive the noble ordure of knighthode 
at oure Coronacione' due to take place on 22 June. Those concerned were further 
ordered to be 'at oure Toure of London iiij dayes afore oure said Coronacione to 
have commynycacion with oure Commissioners concernyng that matere'.31  
Edward, of course, was never crowned and Cheyne was not to have the honour of 
knighthood conferred on him at the coronation of the king's successor. 

William was a first cousin of Margaret Beaufort, the mother of Henry Tudor, 
and their kinship may have been a significant factor in his decision to support her 
son in October 1483 by taking a leading role in the Kent sector of the duke of 
Buckingham's rebellion. The following month his name appeared in a royal procla-
mation indicting the rebels of that sector, and he was among those for whom 
Richard III offered a reward of `CCC mares or x li of land' for their capture. At 
the same time his lands were forfeit, but unlike his brothers, John, Humphrey, 
Robert, and Alexander who took part in the west country sector of the rebellion, 
his name does not appear in the acts of attainder. For their involvement, the lands 
held by John, Robert and Humphrey, were forfeit, and were granted to Robert 
Brackenbury. Those held by Alexander were granted to his wife; 'for the good & 
virtuouse disposicione that Floraunce the wiff of the said Alexander is reputed to 

29 CP121467-77, p. 461. 
30  CPI ? 1467-77,  p. 449. CFR 147/-85, p. 127. CPR 1476-85, p. 183. Canterbury Cathedral Archives, 

CCA-Dcc-ChAnt/F/37. Proof that the man who served on this commission was William Cheyne of 
Sheppey is found in documents held at the Canterbury Cathedral Archives relating to a claim made by 
Sir Thomas Cheyne to lands held by the cathedral priory adjacent to his own property. These include an 
agreement made 16 February 1476 concerning the lease of marshland to Sir John Scott by William Cheyne 
esq., son of John Cheyne of the Isle of Sheppey, and father of Sir Thomas. Camber and Appledore are 
mentioned. 

31  R. Horrox and P W. Hammond, British Library Harleian Manuscript 433,  4 vols, Richard III Society 
1979-1983, vol. 3, pp. 11-12. 
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be of and othere considerations us moving have of oure especialle grace takene into 
oure proteccione safegarde & defence the said Floraunce and alle suche landes 
goodes & Catalles as belonged the said Alexander'.32  

In 1485, Isabel, William's wife of twenty years, died. Almost certainly in accor-
dance with her last wishes she was buried with the Boleyns in St Andrew's parish 
church at Blickling, Norfolk, where she was commemorated by a fine brass still to 
be seen in the chance1.33  Her epitaph translated from the Latin reads: 'Here lies 
Isabel Cheyne, formerly wife of William Cheyne Esquire, of the Isle of Sheppey 
in the County of Kent, who died the 23 day of the month of April, A.D. 1485, on 
whose soul may God have mercy. Amen'. A shield, once below the inscription, 
depicted the arms of Cheyne impaling Boleyn. Shortly afterwards William 
married Agnes Molineux, daughter of Sir John Young, another former mayor of 
London, who bore him a son, Thomas. On 5 November 1485 he was appointed 
sheriff of Kent for a second time.34  Issues returned by him for the Easter term 1486 
totalled £16 135 4d; for Michaelmas term 1486 they were £13 6s 8d. On 24 
November 1485 a grant for life was made to him of the offices of constable and 
keeper of Queenborough Castle, steward of the lordships of Middleton and 
Marden, and keeper of the wood called Chestenwode in Kent. That same month 
the Exchequer was ordered to pay varying sums to a number of the county sheriffs 
in which office the king understood that they would have and sustain great hurts, 
costs and charges, to their great loss and hinderance. Cheyne received Lioo. A writ 
under the Privy Seal for Michaelmas term 1486 instructed that he be paid a reward 
of hoo.35  He continued in these offices until his death on 8 May 1487.36  

Agnes survived him by little more than two months. In her will she had 
requested burial in the church of St Michael Paternoster Royal in London where 
her father lay. Whatever form her monument took is not known but Stow had 
seen it along with that of her father, and although the medieval church was sub-
sequently destroyed in the Great Fire, Weever had recorded her epitaph: 'Prey of 
yowr cherete for the souls of Agnes Cheyney, wydow, late wyff unto William 
Cheyney, somtym esquyr for the body unto kyng Harry VII. Whyche Agnes dyed 
the fyfteenth day of July in the yere of our lord God on(e) thowsand four hundryd 
eyghty and seven. And for the souls of William Cheyney, Robart Molyneux, and 
Robert Sheryngton, her husbands, and all cristen souls'.37  

32  Harleian MS 433, vol. 2, pp. 48-49, vol. 1, pp. 166, 188, vol. 2, p. 43. 
33  The attitude of the figure suggests that it was originally intended to be one of a pair although the com-

position is complete with the exception of the shield below the inscription for which the indent remains. 
34  CFR 1485—mg, p. 41. 
35  W. Campbell, Materials for a History of the Reign of Henry VII, 2 vols, London 1873, 1877, vol. I, p. 

565, vol. 2, p. 86 and vol. t, pp. 175, 157, 232. 
CIPM Henry VII, vol. 2, p. 166 (247). 

37  Strype, vol. 1, book 3, p. 5. Weever, p. 443. TNA, PROB 11/8, f. 12o. In her will Agnes mentions four 
children: Thomas Cheyne and John, Edmund and Johanne. The last three are not shown with their sur-
names and have been incorrectly described as the issue of William Cheyne. They are dealt with separately 
in the will and were the product of either of her earlier marriages to Robert Molyneaux and Robert 
Sherrington/Shrevington. 
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On II May 1487 a writ of diem clausit extremum was issued to the escheator for 
Kent to ascertain what lands William held in the county at his death. However it 
would appear that enquiries were only conducted following the deaths of his 
brothers, Roger and Sir John, in 1499, when the estates of all three brothers were 
examined. Sir John was the executor for William's estate and it was in that capacity 
that he was granted a pardon on 29 November 1487, together with William's son 
Francis 'of all debts, accounts and arrears, escapes of prisoners wherewith they 
could be charged because of the same William'. Francis was a minor at his father's 
death and so Sir John acted as guardian for his young nephew. When the first 
inquest was convened in Kent on 16 July 1499 it was stated that John 'took the 
issues and profits of the said manors, etc from the date of the death of the said 
William to 3o May' when John himself had died, 'by what right and title they 
know not'. The inquest established that William's Kentish lands had comprised: 
the manor of Patrixbourne held of the king in chief by knight service performed 
at Rochester Castle; the manor of Bilsington Inferior; a hundred acres of marsh in 
the parishes of Bilsington, Newchurch, Snave and Ruckinge; eighty-one acres of 
land in Ruckinge and Bilsington; in the Isle of Sheppey the manors or tenements 
of Shurland, Roweton, Capelle, Nycoll, Swanley, Warden and Godeneston other-
wise Guyton.38  

The following day an inquest was held into the brothers' Sussex holdings when 
it was determined that William had held the manor or tenement of Legh alias 
Ligh, 250 acres of marsh in Iden together with 200 acres of pasture and sixty acres 
of woodland there. The reversion of eighty acres of marsh at Barnegrange in 
Beckley was also his.39  

Several records exist which demonstrate that the family used a chapel at Minster 
Abbey as their mausoleum. When William Cheyne died in June 1441 he left 
instructions in his will 'to be buried in the chapel of Saint Katherine within the 
Abbey of St Mary and St Sexburga in the Isle of Scapiea' .4° In January 1512 Sir 

38  CFR 1485-94, p. 48. CPR 1485-94, pp. 193-94. CIPM Henry VII, vol. z, pp. 166-67  (247). 
39  CIPM Henry VII, vol. 2, p. 186 (277). On 12 December 1537 Henry VIII made Sir Thomas Cheyne 

a grant in fee of the abbey in Minster with all its lands in exchange for the manors of Lighe and 
Barnegrange, Sussex and other lands in the parish of Iden, Sussex. The previous month Cheyne had given 
Henry other lands 'on the east side of a certain salt water called le Chanell leading  from Rye, Sussex to 
Appulldoure, Kent'. 

ao EE Jacob, Diocesis Cantuariensis: The Register of Henry Chichele Archbishop of Canterbury 1414-1443, 
2 vols, Canterbury and York Society, vol. 2 (1937), pp. 584-85: William Cheyne's will was made 31 May 
1441 and proved 14 June 1441. A translation from the Latin may be found at the website of the Kent 
Archaeological Society, <www.kentarchaeology.org.uk> under the research section. Among  the effigies in 
Minster Abbey is another armoured figure. It was unearthed in the churchyard in 1833  and by coincidence 
has armour of a style consistent with the 1440s. However as no other parts of the tomb remain it is not 
possible to offer even a tentative identification. CPR 1429-36, p. 547. On 16 November 1430 William 
Cheyne was granted a licence to give land to the abbot and convent of St Mary's, Boxley, Kent for the 
building  of a new church at Eastchurch because the old church 'on account of the rottenness of the ground 
which formed its site, is said to have suddenly fallen down'. The church still retains its rood screen and 
beautiful carved roof with angels and figurative corbels bearing  shields which display the early arms of 
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Francis Cheyne died leaving as his heir, his half brother Thomas. On 12 December 
1537 Sir Thomas was granted the site of 'le late Mynster' and all its lands on 
Sheppey and beyond by Henry VIII in exchange for lands in Sussex.41  In March 
1536 he had served as one of the king's commissioners charged with reporting on 
the possessions of the abbey before its suppression under the Act for the 
Dissolution of the Lesser Monasteries.42  Following his death in December 1558 he 
was buried at the Minster 'in a chappell there wheare my late wyef Dame 
Frydeswith Cheyney and divers of myne anncestors are buryed'.43  His estates 
passed to his younger son Henry.44  

Around 1570 concerns were raised as to the 'causes why the Isle of Sheppey was 
not so well kept, maintained and defended'. One reason was that Sir Henry 
Cheyne had abandoned Shurland, preferring instead to live at Toddington in 
Bedfordshire, inherited from his mother, and where he had built himself a luxu-
rious new mansion. He allowed his old home to fall into decay. Applications for 
certain liberties were made to Elizabeth I by the concerned inhabitants of the 
island and in 1572-73 surveys were carried out of the lands held by Lord Cheyne, 
as he now was, on Sheppey. A letter dated 7 October 1574 from William Holstok 

Cheyne and the de Shurland arms they later adopted. These were repainted in the 18th century. All the 
glass that once included their arms is long gone. 

4' Cal. LthPDom. Henry VIII, vol. 22, part 2, p. 467, grants December 1537, 1311 (16). Grant, in fee, of 
the site of the late monastery of St Sexburgha, alias, `le late Mynster', in the island of Sheppey, Kent, with 
all messuages etc. in the said island thereto belonging; the manors of Sexburghe, Pistock and Mynster, 
Kent, and all lands etc. now or any time within three years last past reputed parcel of said manors; all farms 
etc. called Swale, Taylenasshe, Rede, Grymborugh and Willatthope alias Leasteledhope, in Rodmersham, 
Bredgarr, Millsted, Wormsell, Kyngsdowne, Iwade, Mynster and Haystowe alias Hallstowe, Kent, and the 
windmill of the said priory; the messuages, lands etc. in Eastebrige in co., city of Canterbury etc. Sir 
Thomas also acquired much property following the dissolution of the chantries in the next reign. 

42  Cal L&PDom. Henry VIII, vol. so, pp. 219-20, report dated 2 March 1536. The other commissioners 
were Sir William Haute and Anthony St Leger. 

43  TNA, PROB 11/42B, If 2r-5v. R.W. Bailey, M. Miller, C. Moore, A London Provisioners Chronicle, 
1550-1563 by Henry Machyn: Manuscript, Transcription, and Modernisation. quod.lib.umich.edu modern 
online edition of Machyn's diary. 'The (...) day of januarij was bered in yc ylle of shepay my lord warden 
of y' v ports(s) & M treysorer to y' quen howsse & knight of yc garter w' standard & a grett baner of (...) 
armes & v baner-roll(s) of armes & iiij baners of images & a iii harold(s) of armes & a herse of v prynsepals 
of wax & a v dosen of pensells(s) & a x dosen of skochyons of a rmes & iiij whyt branchys & a (...) dosen 
of torchys & I poremen had gownes & a c & a d in blake gownes & cott(s)'. 

44  Sir Thomas' relationship with his elder son John was difficult. In May 1541 John was complicit in 
the murder of a park keeper for which he was pardoned but which resulted in the execution of Thomas 
Fiennes, 3rd Baron Dacre of the South. In November that year he accused his father of treason. 
Subsequently he accompanied his father to France where they fought in the Italian war of 1542-46. 
CalLoPDom. Henry VIII, vol. 19 part r, no. 966, p. 588, on 22 July 1544 John was mortally wounded. In 
a letter to the king from the English encampment at Montreuil, Sir John Russell, Lord Privy Seal wrote 
this night, about 8 o'clock, in setting the watch, had the hottest alarm yet given them by the French men, 
at the end of the trench which is almost up to Abdvylde (Abbeville) gate. Divers were slain on both sides; 
and young Cheyney, Mr Treasurer's son, 'was stryken with a hakabousier in besides hys huccle (hip) boone, 
and so into the flanke, by reason whereof his guttes do come owte, and is in greate jeoperdie of deathe, as 
the surgeons saye, albehit they say the best for his comforte'. A `hakabousier' or arquebusier was an 
infantryman armed with an arquebus an early type of muzzle loaded gun. 
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to Lord Burghley reported that only forty deer remained in the park at Shurland 
and that 'on next Saturday the house and park will be delivered up to him in the 
Queen's name'.45  During the next few years Cheyne disposed of all of his lands in 
Kent, but not all his property on Sheppey was acquired by the queen. Lands at 
Minster were sold to the explorer, Sir Humphrey Gilbert who was the member of 
parliament for Queenborough. 

On 7 October 1581 a letter was sent from the Council of Lords at Richmond 
Palace to Edmund Grindal, Archbishop of Canterbury, on behalf of Sir Henry 
Cheyne. Signed by Lord Burghley, the earls of Lincoln, Sussex and Leicester, Sir 
James Croft, Sir Christopher Hatton and Sir Francis Walsingham it stated: 

whereas ther is in a smale chapell nere unto the parishe church of Minster in the 
countye of Kent, buried the father and diverse of the auncestors of the Lorde 
Chayney which chappell is with other landes thereaboutes lately solde by his lord 
unto Sir Humffrey Gilbert Forasmuch as he is desirous to remove the cophins and 
bodies of his saide auncestors out of the saide chappell and to place them in conven-
ient places within the saide church of Minster we have thought good in his lords 
behalf to desire your lord to graunt licence for the translation and to give order unto 
your ordinarie there that he do suffer and permitt such persons as the saied Lord 
Cheyney shall appointe to remove the saide cophins, to place them in such sorte as 
shalbe thought fitt for the qualitye of the persons in your lords good discretion which 
we do hereby recomend unto your lord as well into the favour of the Lord Cheyney, 
as for that it is an ecclesiastical! matter incident unto your lords jurisdiction. 

The 'Licence to transfer the bones of Lord Thomas Cheyney', was granted by 
Grindal on 23 October 1581. 

Henry lord Cheyney has lately demonstrated to us that the bodies as of affectionate 
memory of lord Thomas Cheyney right honourable knight of the Order of the 
Garter and late Warden of the Cinque Ports of England and household treasurer of 
the king as also several other ancestors of the said honourable man in a certain small 
chapel neighbouring or adjacent to the ecclesiastical parish of Minster in our diocese 
of Canterbury respectively entrusted to ecclesiastical burial at several times past and 
there to have been buried everyone present before the death of the said lord Thomas 
Cheyney. We command that whatsoever persons to be named by the said honourable 
man and the aforesaid bodies of the aforesaid lord Thomas Cheyney late his father 
and whomsoever of his other ancestors in the said chapel, as aforesaid, who are 
buried and interred to exhume and from the same chapel to remove them with rev-
erence and transfer to the parish church of Minster aforesaid and there in such suit-
able place in or name and authority permission and care seemly and conveniently to 
make burial without contradiction or molestation peacefully and quietly.46  

45  CSP 1547-80, pp. 444,  445' 471,  487. 
46  Lambeth Palace Library, LPL MF 14, f. 245. Writing of the Yorkist effigy in a letter to the author 

dated 3 November 1998, Sheila Judge said 'He may have been moved into the church in 1581, when St 
Katherine's Chapel was demolished. All the De Shurlands and Cheyneys were originally buried there and 
some we know, were lost at the time of the removal'. This last point is only surmise as evidence to say 
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Sir Henry's apathy towards his Kentish estates is amply demonstrated by the 
Council of Lords writing on his behalf to Archbishop Grindal, and from the 
wording of both the application and licence it is evident that the Cheyne tombs 
survived the wholesale destruction of the Reformation. This was entirely due to 
the site having been granted to Sir Thomas. Other monuments and materials from 
the abbey buildings were probably sold at the suppression of the priory or soon 
after his acquisition of the site. This would explain the absence of written evidence 
for monuments to the prioresses and nuns in the records of the antiquarians. The 
abbey church itself owed its survival to the parish church having been built along-
side and the two churches being divided by a series of arches. Quite where St 
Katherine's chapel was situated is not known for certain, but Weever mentions 
`divers funeral monuments, which have been removed, as I conceive, out of the 
chapel adjoining'. His surviving notes describe 'the ruinous remaines of a few 
monuments removed from the old chappell to the parish church adjoining'.47  It 
may then have stood just beyond the east wall of the present day north aisle or 
nun's chapel. 

The wills with the licence seem to leave little doubt as to the unknown effigy 
being a member of the Cheyne family, and may also indicate that more monu-
ments were transferred from the chapel into the church than remain today. 
However, as has been shown, not all of the individuals, whom it may be supposed 
to have been interred in the chapel, actually were, as was the case with William 
Cheyne's two wives. It should also be considered that in order to accommodate 
some of those who desired burial in the family chapel, it may have been necessary 
to reduce the scale of the monuments, as after perhaps two centuries of burials, 
the amount of space available would have been severely limited. Infant children 
may have been commemorated very simply, as were the sons of Sir Thomas Boleyn 
at Hever and Penshurst, both in Kent, where a brief inscription beneath a cross 
was used. Limitations of space alone was therefore probably the factor that deter-
mined the size of the tomb constructed for Sir Thomas Cheyne which is modest 
in proportion and is the last known commemorative structure to be erected for 
the family in the chapel. If brasses were the form of commemoration for some, 

exactly who was buried in the chapel, besides William Cheyne (d. 441), Sir Thomas Cheyne and his first 
wife, is lacking. A tomb at Minster is supposed to commemorate Sir Robert de Shurland but it is not 
known whether it once stood in St Katherine's chapel. Iris also possible that some of the de Shurlands and 
earlier Cheynes used the church at Eastchurch as their place of burial before its rebuilding in 1431 and con-
tinued to do so before William was buried at Minster a decade later. However the Reverend Canon Scott 
Robinson in his 'Church of All Saints, Eastchurch in Shepay', Archaeologica Cantiana, vol.14 (1882), pp. 
374-88, says that 'the burials of the Shirlands and the Northwodes in the mother church at Minster, shew 
that for a long period Eastchurch did not possess the full rights of a parish church'. In any event it is rea-
sonable to assume that all holders of the manor of Shurland from the death of William Cheyne in 1441 
to that of Sir Thomas Cheyne in 1558 were buried in the chapel at Minster. 

47  Weever, p. 80. Weever's surviving notes to his Antient Funeral Monuments are held by the Society of 
Antiquaries, SAL/MS/127. In them he does not refer specifically to the unknown effigy and some of the 
monuments included in the book are not mentioned in his notes. 
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they would have been subject to a great deal of wear if they were let into slabs in 
the floor instead of being mounted on altar tombs, and it is known that as early 
as 1511, long before the chapel was demolished, old and dilapidated brasses at the 
abbey were viewed as so much clutter, and permission was being sought for their 
replacement with something less elaborate: 

It is desyrid that where of long tyme agoo in the said chapelle a knighte and his wif 
(were) buried, and theire pictures upon theym (are) very sore worne and broken, that 
they may take awey the pictures and lay in the place a playne stone, with an epitaphy 
who is there buried, that the people may make setts and pewys where they may more 
quietly serve God, and that it may lesse cowmber the rowme.48  

But to return to the Yorkist tomb. Its poor condition is especially apparent when 
compared to that of Sir Thomas Cheyne which, although bearing its own signs of 
age, has come down to us relatively unscathed. The Yorkist effigy does not appear 
to have been exposed to the elements at any time in its history. Had this been the 
case it would be expected to bear some evidence of water damage which over time 
causes alabaster to dissolve. Given its condition it is unlikely that its present posi-
tion is where it was originally set up following its removal from the chapel. After 
October 1581 it was almost certainly re-erected free standing, as it was when orig-
inally constructed, and the injuries we see today probably happened when it was 
moved a further time. A possible clue to the period in which the damage might 
have occurred can be found in Richard Kilburne's Topographie or Survey of the 
County of Kent of 1659. As already discussed, John Weever in his book published 
nearly thirty years earlier mentioned some monuments that have not survived. 
Writing of the church at Minster, Kilburne listed the same monuments but began 
`and in the same is or lately was'.49  This phrase would seem to indicate that some 
of the losses at Minster occurred in the period between the publication of the two 
books. It has already been noted that the preservation of the Cheyne monuments 
was initially due to Sir Thomas' acquisition of the site in 1537, and it has also been 
shown that his son had lost interest in the family's estates in Kent long before the 
demolition of the chapel. In the years following the Dissolution, vandalism and 
misappropriation continued unabated throughout the country, so much so that 
in September 156o Elizabeth I issued a proclamation to halt further devastation 
and, wherever possible, to repair the damage. In the case of the Cheyne tombs, 
Weever's description of 'the ruinous remains of a few monuments' does at least 
confirm that by the early seventeenth century enough remained to be worthy of 
remark, even if it was only a cursory comment on their condition. 

In 1641, a decade after Weever saw the monuments at Minster, an act was passed 
which ordered the destruction of religious imagery. Add to that the wanton van-
dalism wrought during the Civil War by the Parliamentarian forces and the 

48 K.L. Wood-Legh, Kentish Visitations ofArchbishop William Warham and his Deputies, 1511-1512, Kent 
Archaeological Society, Kent Records vol. 24, (1984), p. 256. 

49  R. Kilburne, Topographie or Survey of the County of Kent, London 1659, p. 191. 
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Commonwealth period seems to be the likeliest time in which the Cheyne mon-
uments suffered most. However, as they were already in an extremely poor state, 
it could not have been a difficult decision to dispose of the most dilapidated. 
Further vandalism, general neglect and probably theft played their part until the 
church was restored in 1879-81.5° 

The type and style of the Minster effigy with its collar of suns and roses indicate 
that the man commemorated by the tomb had served the Yorkist royal household 
in some capacity. Arthur Gardner dated it to circa 1475; Pevsner concurred.51  In 
considering the evidence that a chapel at Minster Abbey was used as their family 
mausoleum, including Grindal's licence for the removal of their remains into the 
parish church, it is extremely unlikely that the effigy represents anyone other than 
a member of the Cheyne family. But which one was it? 

The fact that preparation for medieval funerals usually took place well in 
advance, including the commission of a suitable monument, together with the 
dating of the Minster tomb to around 1475, firmly excludes the possibility that it 
was made for Sir John Cheyne who died in 1467. However, his son, with the evi-
dence of his service under Edward IV together with his summons to receive a 
knighthood at the coronation of Edward V, emerges as the only serious candidate 
for the man represented by the effigy. It must therefore be concluded that the tomb 
was made to commemorate William Cheyne who died in 1487 and that the effigy 
was commissioned by him sometime between 1473 and 1483.52  Had he lived he 
might have ordered another effigy this time bearing the insignia of the new ruling 
house to which the Cheynes of Shurland gave their allegiance. He would have 
definitely been knighted. That this was so, is proved by a wonderful Tudor admin-
istrative error which puts his name on a list dated 20 September 1494 of men sum-
moned to receive the honour of knighthood at the creation of the king's second 
son, Henry, as a knight of the Bath. 'Whoever compiled the list was either 
ill-informed or unaware that Cheyne had been dead for over seven years but it is 

5°  N. Saul, English Church Monuments in the Middle Ages, History and Representation, Oxford 2.009, 
PP. 48-49, includes a useful summary of the various religious upheavals insofar as they affected the survival 
of funerary monuments. The graffiti on the effigy caused, in the words of Augustus Daly, by 'the initial-
cutting fiend' dates mainly from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Some it almost certainly origi-
nated in the school room that was located in the north chancel of the church. 

51  Gardner, p. 93. J. Newman, The Buildings of England, North East and East Kent, Harmondsworth 
1983, pp. 392-93. 

52  Sir John Cheyne as executor for his brother's estate would have supervised the completion of the 
tomb. As already mentioned the lion beneath the feet of the Minster effigy may have been chosen to reflect 
the lion of March suspended from the collar and therefore further demonstrate William Cheyne's alle-
giance to the house of York, but of course the animal included in the arms of the Shurland Cheynes at this 
time was also a lion. In addition, although it has been mentioned that any features indicating portraiture 
are absent from the effigy, comment has been made regarding its size. Sir John Cheyne, William's brother, 
was described by Polydore Vergil as 'a man of muche fortitude, far exceeding the common sort'. In 1789 
when Sir John's remains were moved from the Beauchamp Chapel at Salisbury Cathedral into the nave 
there his thigh bones were found to measure twenty-one inches in length about four inches longer than 
average. 
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him because he was shown as 'William Cheyne of Shepey' and by 494 there was 
no man then living who could be so described.53  Even though William's own 
career was overshadowed by that of Sir John, his dynamic younger brother, the 
decision his family made in 1483, together with Sir John's guardianship of his two 
young sons ensured that the Cheyne star would continue to rise. 

The Shurland that William Cheyne knew vanished long ago. It was rebuilt as 
a fine Tudor mansion, usually attributed to Sir Thomas Cheyne, but which may 
have been begun by his elder half brother, Sir Francis. Little now remains above 
ground beyond the austere red brick gatehouse. In 2009, following an extensive 
programme of conservation and restoration by the Spitalfields Trust with funding 
from English Heritage, the site was put up for sale at £2,000,000. If Sir Henry 
Cheyne had not disposed of his property in Kent and if the chapel at Minster had 
survived intact, its monuments would probably have been as important in their 
own way as the brasses to the Cobham family, just a few miles away and the col-
lection of effigies at Harewood in Yorkshire. But with Sir Henry ended not just 
the Cheyne's association with the Isle of Sheppey, but also the senior line of that 
branch of the family. Time has not been kind to the monuments of the Cheynes 
of Shurland but, despite being scattered over four counties, the remaining brass 
and six effigies still present a collection as important and fascinating as any family 
group in England." 

In 1939 an article appeared in the Burlington Magazine concerning the impend-
ing sale of the only known portrait of George, Duke of Clarence. What is not 

53  CC/2 /485—.r5oo, p. 237. 
" Based on the remaining examples it would seem that the altar tomb with effigy was the type of mon-

ument favoured by the Cheynes of Shurland. Only Isabel Cheyne is commemorated by a brass but she 
was a Boleyn and it may have been her own choice of memorial to fit in with the others at Blicking. All 
the rest, William and Sir Thomas at Minster, Sir John at Salisbury, and Anne, Sir Henry and Jane at 
Toddington were commemorated with an altar tomb and effigy. A lack of wills means that almost nothing 
is known of the burial wishes of the others. The monument for Sir Thomas' first wife Frideswith, at 
Minster, was lost and there is no record of it. Edward Cheyne was dean of Salisbury Cathedral from 1486 
until his death on 25 July 1502. His will does not survive and Suzanne Eward, Librarian and Keeper of the 
Muniments at the cathedral, has confirmed that there is no record of his burial there, although it is unlikely 
that he was buried anywhere but Salisbury. His brother Sir Robert Cheyne, who died 6 August 1503, 
requested burial before the high altar in the church of the Friars Minor in New Sarum (Salisbury), TNA, 
PROB 11/13, f 207. A Henry Cheyne, probably the son of Robert's brother Roger, died 1502 and also left 
instructions to be buried there, TNA, PROB 11/13, f. 103. The friary was suppressed in 1538 and unless their 
monuments were moved elsewhere they were lost, probably then or soon after. Of the others, Roger 
Cheyne died 16 March 1499. No will survives but he may have been buried in the old church at West 
Woodhay, Berkshire, demolished in about 1716. West Woodhay had come to the Cheyne family through 
the Shottesbrookes. Roger's descendants continued to hold the manor until 1589 when they relinquished 
all rights to it. The visitations also record one daughter of Sir John Cheyne and Eleanor Shottesbrooke 
named Edith. However, according to her husband Sir William Sandys (d. 1496) who mentioned her in his 
will, TNA, PROB 	f. 3o, and who should have known, she was called Margaret and was his second 
wife. Their son, William, Lord Sandys, reconstructed the family home at the Vyne, Sherbourne St John, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, creating a palatial Tudor mansion. Fragments of his tomb remain in the chapel 
of the Holy Trinity built by him circa 1524 and once attached to the Holy Ghost Chapel, Basingstoke. The 
burial place of his parents is unknown. All that remains is now known as the Holy Ghost Chapel. 
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generally known is that it was once just one in a series of portraits painted in the 
sixteenth century of all the constables of Queenborough Castle where it was prob-
ably intended for display. They are thought to have been commissioned by Sir 
Thomas Cheyne, and since Sir Thomas himself, his half brother and their father 
all saw service in that capacity it may be speculated that the portrait of Sir Thomas 
was taken from life, whilst those of his father and brother were based on earlier 
portraits. To date the writer is unaware of the whereabouts of the Cheyne portraits, 
if indeed any of them survive, but would dearly like to know if anyone has knowl-
edge of them.55  

55  S.H. Steinberg, 'A portrait of George, Duke of Clarence', The Burlington Magazine, vol. 74 (January 
1939) no. 430, pp. 35-36. An interesting portrait does however reside in the collection of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. Described from the arms in the picture as a lady of the Wentworth family it was painted in 
1563 by Hans Eworth and is believed to be Lady Jane Cheyne (d. 1614) at the age of twenty-four. 
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